Sites in the Woonasquatucket River Watershed

Cultural/Arts

Arts in the Square

Church of the Messiah, 10 Troy St. (on Olneyville Square near the car wash), Providence
Phone: 351-3759
A free after school and weekend program for kids ages 12-14. Classes are offered in everything from poetry to break dancing, as well as the visual arts.  Some classes run continuously and others require registration.  Performances and art exhibits are offered several times a year.  Call or stop by for more information.
Banner Trail

Waterplace Park, Providence
Phone: 274-1636
A walking trail that connects various historic and cultural sites in downtown Providence and the East Side. The trail starts and ends at Waterplace Park. Maps are available at 30 Exchange Terrace (northwest corner of Kennedy Plaza).
Federal Hill

Atwells Avenue and adjacent streets from Downtown (I-95) west to Knight St., Providence
Providence's Historic Italian-American neighborhood with numerous bakeries, shops and restaurants.
Gallery Night Providence

Various sites in downtown Providence
Normally 5-9 PM on the 3rd Thursday of every month, Phone: 273-7263 or 751-2628
On Gallery Nights numerous galleries and museums in Providence stay open until 9 PM and free trolleys run on routes that connect these sites with free parking at the Citizens Plaza parking lot. Website: www.providenceri.com/gallerynight
North Providence Union Free Library

1810 Mineral Spring Ave., North Providence
Phone: 353-5600
A public library and the location of the historic archives for the town.
Post Office Square

At the intersection of Smith St. and Waterman Ave., North Providence

A project that will convert the area around the post office at this intersection into an attractive square.
Rhode Island Foundation

One Union Station, Providence
Open: Gallery: 9:00 AM –5:00 PM M – F, Noon – 4 PM Sat., Phone: 274-4564
A foundation that provides grants, and in other ways supports activities in Rhode Island in four major areas: Arts, Children & Families, Economic/Community Development, and Education. The art gallery at the foundation's offices features shows with artworks of particular interest to Rhode Island residents. Website: www.rifoundation.org
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts

83 Park St., Providence
Phone: 222-3880
Coordinates and provides support for numerous arts and cultural events and exhibitions throughout the state. Their website has a list of artists working in the state including many whose studios are in the watershed. Email: info@risca.state.ri.us Website: www.risca.state.ri.us
Trinity Summer Shakespeare Project

Waterplace Park, Providence

The renowned Trinity Theatre holds 6-10 Shakespeare performances in Waterplace Park each summer.  Call Mark Sutch, Artistic Producer at 521-1100 x110 for more information.
Veteran's Memorial Auditorium

Brownell St., Providence
Box Office Phone: 277-3150. Administrative Office: 222-1467
Hosts diverse cultural performances. Home of the Rhode Island Philharmonic and the Festival Ballet.
WaterFire Providence

Waterplace Park and Riverwalk, Providence
A sculpture created by artist Barnaby Evans and installed on the Woonasquatucket, Providence, and Moshassuck Rivers in downtown Providence on selected weekend evenings. WaterFire evenings frequently draws thousands of people to the riverbanks. For the dates of WaterFire evenings check their website or call their information line, 272-3111. Website: http://www.waterfire.com
Waterplace Park and Riverwalk

Memorial Blvd., Providence
Walkways and benches along the river, amphitheater overlooking the water.  Site of WaterFire, Summer Shakespeare performances and various other events. 
====================

Recreation/Sports
Buttonhole Golf Course

King Phillip Road and Hedley St., Providence
Phone: 421-1664
A 9-hole short course and golf teaching center designed to make golf more accessible to young people in the city. It is run by The Golf Foundation of Rhode Island.
Byron H. Winsor Recreation Area

Snake Hill Road just west of Sawmill Road, Glocester
A town park with a ball field and tennis courts as well as a wildlife pond and walking trails.
Donigian Park

Valley St. (South of Atwells Ave.), Providence
Open: Dawn to Dusk, Phone (Department of Recreation): 421-7740
A city park with sports fields, playground equipment and a basketball court. At high tide you can launch your canoe here and paddle down to Waterplace Park.
Evans Park

Smith St. East of Fruit Hill Ave., North Providence
Open: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM Daily, Phone: 233-1445
A small city park with a basketball court and a ball field.
Georgiaville Pond & Beach

Stillwater Road (adjacent to Georgiaville Beach), Smithfield
Phone: 949-4590
During the summer the beach area, boat ramp and associated facilities are only available to people with beach passes.
Melody Hill Golf Course

55 Melody Hill Lane (off Saw Mill Road), Glocester
Phone: 949-9851
An 18-hole public golf course.
Merino Park

Heath St. (behind Hartford Park), Providence
Open: Dawn to Dusk, Phone (Department of Recreation): 421-7740
A city park with soccer fields, a playground, and a paved walkway beside the river. The name comes from the merino sheep that were once grazed here.
Neutaconkanut Hill Park

675 Plainfield St., Providence
Phone: 946-5134
A city park with ball fields, playgrounds, walking paths and a swimming pool.
Triggs Memorial Golf Course

1533 Chalkstone Ave, Providence
Phone: 521-8460
A challenging 18-hole golf course open to the public.

====================

Natural
Esmond Park

Route 104 at Esmond St., Smithfield
Open: Dawn to Dusk
A small scenic park with walking paths and benches along the river. Park in the gravel lot 1/4 mile north of Esmond Street on Route 104.
Fort Wildlife Refuge (Audubon Society of Rhode Island)

West side of route 5 (Providence Pike) north of the intersection with route 104, North Smithfield.
Open: Dawn to Dusk. Phone: 949-5454
Wildlife refuge with hiking trails. Call the Audubon Society for information on special programs. No Pets.
Mowry Conservation Area

Old Forge Road between Route 104 and Log Road, Smithfield
Open: Dawn to Dusk
A scenic natural area with a little over a mile of hiking trails through the woods.  The Woonasquatucket flows through the area just before it gets to 
Woonasquatucket Reservoir (Stump Pond). Also the site of a pre-revolution era sawmill as well as a forge during the revolution.
Peter Randall Park

Smithfield Road north of Mineral Spring Ave., North Providence

This 36-acre park was donated to the State or Rhode Island in 1929 as a memorial to Peter Randall, one of Rhode Island’s earliest settlers, by two of his direct descendants, Ellen Randall Appleby and Josephine Angell Lee. The foundations of old farm buildings still exist within the park.

Phillips Farm/Cutler Brook

Intersection of Farnum Road and Route 44 (Farnum Road jug handle), Glocester
Open: Dawn to Dusk
Phillips Farm is land trust property where you can hike and enjoy a scenic mix of forest, fields and wetlands. Scenic Cutler Brook, which flows through the property, drains into the Woonasquatucket River.
Powdermill Ledges Wildlife Refuge (Audubon Society of Rhode Island)

12 Sanderson Road (Route 5), Smithfield
Phone: 949-5454
A wildlife refuge with hiking trails, as well as the headquarters of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island. Call the Audubon Society for information on special programs. No Pets.
Primrose Pond

Route 104 North of Douglas Pike, North Smithfield
A small scenic pond near the headwaters of the Woonasquatucket River.
Scenic Walks in Smithfield

Various locations in Smithfield
Phone: 233-1017
A booklet with details about the walks is available from the Conservation Commission, at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike.
Snake Den State Park

Brown Ave., Johnston
Open: Dawn to Dusk, Phone: 222-2632
A 1000-acre state park with hiking trails.  There is also a working farm at the park with some pick-your-own products and historic farm equipment.  Only the northern corners of the park are in the Woonasquatucket River watershed.
Stillwater Scenic Trail

Smithfield
A scenic walking trail that follows the old rail-bed for one mile. Park in the gravel lot off Route 104 north of Washington Highway (Route 116) and along Stillwater Pond and Capron Pond, to Capron Road.
Woonasquatucket Reservoir (Stump Pond)

Smithfield
This 300-acre reservoir is owned by the RI Department of Environmental Management and has extensive shoreline with public access. Among the popular fishing spots are along the dam by The Farnum Pike and at several locations on Log Road. There is also a public boat ramp off Log Road (15 HP limit).
====================

Farms open to the public
Appleland Orchard

135 Smith Ave. (rt. 116), Smithfield
Open: 9:00 AM –5:00 PM Daily, Aug. - Dec., Phone: 949-3690
An apple and peach orchard with a roadside farm stand. Cider made on the premises.
Dimeo's Farm

396 Greenville Ave., Johnston
Open: 8:00 AM –7:00 PM Daily, June - Oct., Phone: 231-7472
A roadside farm stand.
Goodwin Brothers

Corner of Greenville Road (rt. 104) and Providence Pike (rt. 5), North Smithfield
Open: 9:00 AM –6:00 PM Daily, June - Oct. (call in advance), Phone: 765-0368 or 767-2261
A farm stand featuring products of the farm as well as ‘pick-your-own’ berries. 
Henry Steere Orchards

150 Austin Ave., Smithfield
Open: 9:00 AM –5:00 PM Daily, Aug. - March, Phone: 949-1456 or 949-1307
A 'pick-our-own' apple orchard. Peaches and pumpkins are also available in season.
Hill Orchard

Route 5 just south of Putnam Pike (rt. 44), Johnston
Open: 10 AM – 5:00 PM Daily in Season (call in advance), Phone: 949-2940
A 'pick-your-own' apple and peach orchard that also makes cider.
Jaswell’s Farm

50 Swan Road, Smithfield
Open: 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM Daily, June - Dec., Phone: 231-9043
Pick-your-own apples and berries. Cider, baked goods and other farm related products are made and sold on the premises.
Knight's Farm

1 Snake Hill Road, Glocester
Open: 8 AM – 4:30 PM Daily in Season (call in advance), Phone: 949-0234
A 'pick-your-own' apple orchard.
Lockwood’s Tree Farm

129 Austin Ave., Greenville

Open: 9:00 AM –4:00 PM Daily, Columbus Day - Dec. 20, Phone: 949-1516
A 'choose & cut' and 'choose & tag' Christmas tree farm.

Matteo's Farm

90 Swan Road, Smithfield
Open: 9:00 AM –4:30 PM Daily, Sept. - Jan., Phone: 231-4393
A 'pick-your-own' apple and peach orchard.

Petersen Farm

451 Putnam Pike, Chepachet 

Open: 10:00 AM – Dark Daily, Thanksgiving – Dec. 24, Phone: 949-0824
A 'choose & cut' Christmas tree farm.
Pleasant View Orchards

143 Pleasant View Ave., Smithfield
Open: 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM Daily, April - Dec., Phone: 231-4620
A roadside farm stand.
Seven Cedars Christmas Tree Farm

7 John Mowry Road, Smithfield
Open: 8:00 AM –4:00 PM Daily, Sept. - Dec., Phone: 231-3117
A 'choose & cut' and 'choose & tag' Christmas tree farm.
====================

Historic Sites and Buildings

Please note that many of the sites on this list are private homes, businesses or active churches. Please respect the rights and privacy of the owners. Sites marked with a * offer tours or displays open to the public.

A.F. Cappelli Block

263-267 Atwells Ave, Providence
4-story red and yellow brick commercial block erected by A.F. Cappelli, a leading Federal Hill builder in 1909.  Rehabilitated in 1979, it remains a symbol of Italian pride and influence in the neighborhood.
Allen Company Store and Esmond Mills

5 Esmond St., Smithfield
Built in 1813, this 2 1/2 story, 30 foot square rubblestone building, the former Allen Company Store, is the oldest surviving stone structure from the Allenville mill complex. In later years the mill changed ownership and grew to become Esmond Mills, much of which remains across the street from this building.
Allendale Mill

492 Woonasquatucket Ave., North Providence
Built in 1822, the first mill to use power looms for the production of broad cloth and the first to experiment with a process that imparted glossy finish to cloth. The mill building has since been converted into an apartment building.
Allendale Village

One mile below Centerdale along the River, North Providence
One and two family gambrel-roofed cottages along river.  The village was founded in 1822.  Zachariah Allen was the genius behind the construction of the mill and the elaborate water supply system that caught and saved floodwaters.
American Brewing/Capitol Records

431 Harris Ave., Providence
A well-preserved example of a late 19th Century brewery -- one of the few still standing in Rhode Island.
Asahel Harris House

4 Limerock Road, Smithfield
An unusually large, well-preserved farmhouse built in 1780.  Typical of early Rhode Island farmhouses.
Atlantic Mills

120 Manton Ave., Providence
Built as a worsted mill in 1863 by the Atlantic Delaine Company.  The 3-story brick mill structure features an unusual domed tower surmounted by a glaze lantern.  By the late 1880s, the mill operation was the largest in Providence, employing 2,100 workers.
Atwells Avenue Bridge and Atwells Avenue

Vicinity of 623 Atwells, spanning the Woonasquatucket River, Providence

With a 44-foot span length, this 1875 wrought-iron pony truss bridge is Rhode Island’s earliest surviving metal bridge.  The original third truss running down the center was removed in the early 20th century to allow for trolley traffic.  Atwells Avenue was laid out in 1809 and extended the following year as the "Woonasquatucket Turnpike."
Bell Street Chapel

7 Bell St., Providence
Phone: 831-3794
Built in 1872 in the Neoclassical style, the Bell Street Chapel stands adjacent to the estate of its patron, James Eddy, a highly successful art dealer who built the chapel to house a quasi-religious society dedicated to creedless humanitarianism; Eddy's stated purpose was to "consecrate a temple to God, to Truth and to all that dignifies and ennobles Humanity.
Boarding Tenement Houses

34-38 Whipple Ave., Smithfield
A pair of nearly identical, 4 ½ story rubblestone structures.  Number 34 was a boarding house for men and number 38 was for women workers.  These rare and unusual building were built by Zachariah Allen to accommodate workers in his new factory in 1854-1855.
Brown & Sharpe Manufacturing

Promenade at Holden St., Providence
Originally organized to make and repair clocks and watches, Brown & Sharpe played a major role worldwide in industrialization through its development and production of precision tools.  From 1872 until well into the 20th Century, Brown & Sharpe occupied a complex of buildings overlooking the Woonasquatucket River (now known as "The Foundry").
Caesarville

George Waterman Road (in the area around Dexter Lane), Johnston
In the 19th century, an African-American family named Caesar established what was probably the town's first African-American community, which came to be known as Caesarville. Caesarville Pond, which was created to power a mill, still exists, as do two of the old mill houses. 
Capron Grist Mill Site and Capron Pond & Dam

Capron Road just west of Stillwater Road, Smithfield
Only the overgrown foundation of this former grist (flour) mill remains, but the 1885 dam, and the pond it creates, remain.
Captain Elisha Steere Farm

40 West Greenville Road, Smithfield
Built in 1810, the farmhouse is a 2 1/2 story Federal style home with a large brick center chimney. Website: www.steerefarm.org
Church of the Blessed Sacrament

169-171 Academy Ave., Providence
This monumental structure built in a North Italian Romanesque mode between 1897-1905 is boldly massed with a high nave, a semicircular apse at the rear and a towering 136-foot capanile.  Stained glass windows were designed and built by John Lafarge, the pre-eminent stained glass artist of late nineteenth century America.  This church remains one of the very finest pieces of ecclesiastical architecture in the city.
* Clemence-Irons House

38 George Waterman Road, Johnston
Open: June - Oct., 2nd Sunday of the month, 1-5 PM, Phone: (617) 227-3957 x267
Built by Richard Clemence c. 1680, the Clemence-Irons House is a rare surviving example of a "stone-ender," a once common building type first developed in the western part of England. Website: http://www.spnea.org
Daniel Angell House

15 Dean Ave., Johnston
A one and a half story gambrel-roof house built in two sections.  The west end was built in 1725, the eastern ell, prior to the Revolution.  Used as a tavern for a short time.
Daniel Angell House

26 Limerock Road, Smithfield
A 2-story Greek Revival residence. Daniel Angell, keeper of the nearby Angell's Tavern, built this house in mid-19th century as a retirement home.
Daniel Brown House (Plain Farm House)

108 Webster Ave., Providence
A two and a half story federal style home built c. 1816.  The house was the center of a farm that covered all of the land between Laurel Hill and Terrace Avenue and Hillary, Whitehall, and Plainfield Streets.
Dyerville Mill

610 Manton Ave., Providence
A cotton mill built in 1835; this well-preserved example of early industrial architecture produced 800,000 yards of cotton a year by 1849.
Ephraim Sweet House

277 Waterman Ave, Smithfield
One and a half story Greek Revival house built by Ephraim Sweet in 1852.  It remained in Sweet family until 1930.
Esmond Historic District

SE corner of town along the Woonasquatucket, off Waterman Ave. and Esmond St., Smithfield
One of Smithfield's several mill villages.  Once a small compact village including an early 19th century textile mill and mill workers' houses.
* Farnum-Angell House & the Johnston Historical Society and Heritage Museum

101 Putnam Ave., Johnston
Phone: 231-3380
This two and a half story, center chimney house was built by Stephen Angell around 1765.  Modernized in early 19th century, it went to the Farnum family in the late 19th century.  Now home to the Johnston Historical Society.
Farnum Turnpike (Route 104)
One of state's earliest toll roads. It runs in a NW-SE direction through the watershed, roughly paralleling the course of Woonasquatucket River.  Started in 1808, it was not completed until 1844.
Frank C. Angell Memorial Town Hall

2000 Smith St., North Providence
Phone: 232-0900
Designed by noted Rhode Island architects William Walker and Sons, and built in 1928, the new town hall was named for Frank Angell who gave land for the site and was the town's librarian, historian, and benefactor.
Fruit Hill Historic District

Fruit Hill Ave. and Olney Ave., North Providence
Settled in the 18th century by the Olney family. Named for the many fruit trees, especially cherry, that grew in the area.
Gazometer and Storehouse

29 Aleppo St., Providence

A 50’ diameter brick structure built in 1852 connected to a mid-20th century 1-story brick and cinderblock building fronting Manton Ave.  Originally used as a gas holder in a process of releasing flammable gas from the heating of coal in a retort. It was later used as storage for Atlantic Mills.

Georgiaville Dam & Georgiaville Railroad Siding

Stillwater Road (adjacent to Georgiaville Beach), Smithfield
Past the town beach is the dam and a rock spillway (gorge) where the water flows from the pond. There is the foundation of an old dance hall and the remains of an old picnic area. Also along the south end of Georgiaville Pond are large abutments, which carried the railroad tracks to the mill.  There is still a DC power plant in the mill and a buried six-foot pipe that brought water to the mill.
Georgiaville Mill (now Homestead Mills Condominiums)

Higgins St., Smithfield
Built in 1853 by Zachariah Allen as successor to earlier mills. Textile manufacturing was carried on here until the 1930s. In the 1980s, the buildings were sold and converted into a condo/townhouse complex.
Georgiaville Village

Southeast part of Smithfield
A former mill village, it encompasses the densely settled area along Farnum Pike and an irregular maze of streets to the east that extend to Cross Street/Stillwater Road across the Woonasquatucket River.
Greystone Village Historic District

Waterman Ave., North Providence

Greystone Village was created to house the English immigrants from Lancashire and Yorkshire who worked at the mill built here in 1908 by Joseph Benn & Son. 

The mill produced alpaca and mohair textiles starting with raw wool and then carding, fulling, dyeing, spinning, and weaving it to produce the finished cloth.
Hanton City Trail

Smithfield
This unimproved dirt road goes for over 2 miles from Stillwater Road across Douglas Pike to Rocky Hill Road, near the Woonsocket Reservoir. It passes many cellar holes from a long abandoned settlement that may have been a part of the underground railway and/or a Tory community abandoned during the revolution.
Harmony Chapel & Cemetery

Route 44, West of Edgewood Dr., Glocester
Built as a schoolhouse in the early 19th century, the building was converted sometime before 1870 to a free chapel.  The cemetery, at the rear and west side, was used as a private cemetery until given for public use in 1878.
Harris House

135 Harris Road, Smithfield
Built in 1841, it is a good example of an early Rhode Island farmhouse. It has always been in the Harris family. The doorway is typical of the Greek Revival arch, which was becoming popular in Rhode Island in the 1840s.
Joseph Farnum Homestead

18 Whipple Ave., Smithfield
Joseph Farnum was the son of the first settler of Georgiaville. He was involved in the iron business and was one of builders of the Farnum Turnpike. The house was built in 1770.
Lymansville Village

Along Woonasquatucket River in the SW corner of North Providence
Named for Rhode Island Chief Justice Daniel Lyman who owned most of the land in the area.  Site in 1817 of the first successful use of Scotch powerlooms in Rhode Island.
Mathewson Farm

544 Greenville Ave., Johnston

This 17-acre property containing a late 18th Century farmhouse as well as a barn and other outbuildings and a family cemetery, represents seven generations of continuous use by a single family who adapted the property to evolving economic needs.  At various times they grew crops, built barrels, pressed apples, ran a country store, took in boarders, raised cattle, and sold farm equipment.  It survives now as a testament to Johnston’s long agricultural history.
Mill Complex at Eagle Street and Atwells Avenue

Providence
This complex of mill buildings lining the Woonasquatucket includes a number of architecturally significant structures. The Diamond Manufacturing/Uncas Manufacturing building at 623 Atwells is a well-preserved, characteristic brick mill. Valley Worsted Mills, at 45 Eagle Street, was founded by John Giles in 1842 as one of the earliest worsted woolen producers in the country.  The original buildings were destroyed by fire in 1866 and the current buildings were built shortly thereafter. The American Woolen Company bought Valley Worsted in 1899 and ran these mills until 1928.  Also part of this complex are the Saxon-Worsted/U.S. Rubber mill buildings.
Monohasset Mill

532 Kinsley Ave., Providence
An exceptional brick mid-19th century mill structure, built in 1866. In its early days the mill was nationally recognized for the fancy cassimere fabrics it produced. By 1887 it was being used to produce textile machinery and the company’s products won several gold medals at international exhibitions.
Nicholson File Company

23 Acorn St., Providence
Founded in 1864 by William T. Nicholson, a machinist who started his career with David Brown and Son (later to become Brown & Sharpe), the Nicholson Company was the first successful manufacturer of machine-made files in America.
North Providence Civil War Memorial

Fruit Hill Ave. at Olney Ave., North Providence
North Providence WWI and WWII memorial

Greystone and Waterman, North Providence
North Providence WWI Memorial

Woonasquatucket and Smith St., North Providence
Old North Providence Town Hall

2226 Mineral Spring Ave., North Providence
When it was built as the town hall in 1879 by Benjamin Sweet it cost $2,000! The original town library and jailhouse were also in this building. The jail still exists in the basement.
Olneyville Square

Intersection of Hartford Ave., Plainfield St., Westminster St., and Broadway, Providence
Olneyville was once the most heavily industrialized section of the city and was the heart of the textile industry.  Olneyville Square was the hub of this busy community where thousands of people once worked in the mills.
Our Lady of Lourdes Church Complex

901 Atwells Ave, Providence
Phone: 272-8127
A red brick Italian-Romanesque style basilica plan church built in 1928.  The members were originally, primarily French-Canadian.
Poirier’s Diner

601 Atwells Ave., Providence

Built in the late 40s by the Kullman Diner Co. to serve the workers of GE, Uncas, and the nearby textile mills.  Billed as “the largest stainless steel diner in Rhode Island” at the time of its construction, the diner is notable for its glass brick.  It is now the El Pharo Diner, serving the neighboring Spanish community.

Providence and National Worsted Mills

166 Valley St., Providence
An architecturally significant 19th century mill complex started in 1867 to produce worsted mohair. By 1893, the mill produced nearly 1 million yards of worsted goods annually.
Providence and Springfield Railroad
This railroad followed the river valley from Olneyville to North Smithfield and on to Douglas, Massachusetts (despite its name it never reached Springfield). It began operation in 1873 and it was not completely abandoned until 1962. For many decades it was the economic lifeline for the area, carrying both freight and passengers in the days when roads where slow and often very muddy, if they existed at all. The railroad carried farm goods to market, equipment and supplies to the mills, and the products of the mills to Providence and the 'outside world.’
Queen Dyeing Co./Woonasquatucket Print Company

325 Valley St., Providence
Founded in 1848, Woonasquatucket Print Works specialized in calico printing.  It was bought by Queen Dyeing Company in 1892.  The U.S. Finishing Company bought the plant in 1909 and it became a major producer of khaki during the First World War.
Randall Winsor Farm

416 Eaton St., Providence
This farmhouse was built c. 1795.  A small building built on the property was used as a school in the 19th century.
* Rhode Island State House

1 Capitol Hill, Providence
Open: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM weekdays. Tours: 9:00 AM - Noon weekdays. Phone (for Tours): 222-2357
Built during 1895-1904 of white, Georgia marble, The Rhode Island State House includes the 4th largest self-supporting dome in the world.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory

578 Putnam Pike, Smithfield
Built in 1851. Designed by the distinguished Rhode Island architect, Thomas A. Tefft.
Silver Top Diner

13 Harris Ave., Providence

The silver top diner has served workers, customers, and vendors since it was established in 1938.  It has retained much of its original interior and exterior appearance.

* Smith-Appleby House

220 Stillwater Road, Smithfield
Phone: 231-7363
One of town's oldest extant structures, built c. 1696 by Elisha Smith, a grandson of Roger Williams' compatriot John Smith. It is now home to the Smithfield Historical Society, which bought the property in 1974 and restored it as a museum.
Sprague and Slack Reservoirs

Smithfield and Johnston
These two reservoirs, and many of the other water bodies in the northern part of the watershed, were created in the 19th century to supply water to the mills downstream during dry periods.
Stillwater Mill Site

Stillwater Road, Smithfield
In 1824 Israel Arnold and his brother purchased this land and erected a small cotton mill, which grew into a large industrial complex. A fire destroyed the complex in the 1980s and two rubblestone buildings are all that remain.
Stillwater Viaduct

George Washington Highway, Smithfield
A historic arch bridge over the river, built by the WPA during the depression. The best view of the viaduct is from the Stillwater Scenic Trail.
Stillwater Village

Stillwater Road, Smithfield
Northernmost of the Woonasquatucket River mill villages, settled in 1733 by Daniel Smith.  Edward Brown and partners built a fine woolen mill known as the Stillwater Worsted Mill in 1866, giving the name to the village.
Stone Houses in Georgiaville

6-18 and 23-29 Stillwater Road, Smithfield
Built around 1813, these rubblestone houses where designed to look like English homes to help the new mill attract and retain skilled English workers.
Veteran's Memorial Auditorium and the Masonic Temple

Providence
The Veterans Memorial Auditorium was begun as the Masonic Temple in 1926, until it became financially unfeasible and construction ceased in 1928.  The western portion opened as the Auditorium in 1951, the eastern portion has remained unused and only half finished.
Waterman Reservoir

Glocester
The western-most reservoir in the Woonasquatucket River Watershed. It was created in the mid-1800s to supply water for the mills.
Waterman-Winsor House

85 Austin Ave, Smithfield
Built by Capt. Andrew Waterman in 1774 and acquired by the Winsor family before 1862. It stayed in that family until the mid-20th century and the Winsor's once had about 1,500 apple trees here, perhaps the largest orchard in the state at the time.

Zachariah Allen House
1093 Smith St., Providence
Built in 1789 for retired ship owner Zachariah Allen by his brother, Amos. Allen's children were prominent in the 19th century industrial, commercial and civic circles. The Allendale Mill was one of their businesses.






























































































































