WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER WATERSHED ACTION PLAN

Any questions, contact Jenny Pereira at tel. 455-8880, jpereira@providenceplan.org

Here are some of the comments and ideas for specific projects that we have received so far for the watershed action plan.  

To help get your projects on state agencies’ “to do” lists, we strongly encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to add specific projects (under any category) that are priorities for your watershed community.

Please get your comments back to us on or before February 6th.  We will be discussing the Plan and your comments on February 6th at the next Council meeting.

________________________________________________________________________

1. Protection and Restoration of Surface Ground Water Quality

· Provide information on alternative, advanced septic systems (example: Block Island) and opportunities for cost-sharing

2. Drinking Water Protection

3. Evaluation of future demands on existing water resources

4. Preservation and restoration of biodiversity

5. Protection/Development of Natural, Historical, Cultural and Recreational Resources

· Provide towns with criteria to help evaluate land parcels for acquisition (protection and economic development)

· Equip planning boards/residents with land use planning strategies/techniques

· Link river restoration and bike path to historic resources (Graniteville)

· Clemons Irons House = museum? (Johnston)

· Visitor Center on Main Street (Chepachet/Glocester)

· Senior Citizen Center (Glocester)

6. Planning for Growth and Redevelopment

· Review zoning/adopt amendments to ensure that future uses along the River are environmentally friendly

· Hardware support – including Internet, Faxing, GIS technology (could a person be hired to do GIS for the watershed, shared by towns?)

· Need to better project when we will need new facilities, new schools

7. Cleanup and Reuse of Contaminated Sites

· Riverside Mill property (Providence)

8. Dam Repair/Removal

9. Flood Protection

· Adopt plans and regulatory tools to help protect the flood plain and mitigate any storm events (Identified as high priority issue for Johnston).  

10. Public and Environmental Health Issues

· Air quality monitoring device in Olneyville (Providence)

· Tree planting

11. Transportation

· Coordinate bike path development so it is along the River (rather than on the roads) -  (Johnston)

· Possible bike path linkage to North Providence over River?

· Assess Route 6 and its approach to Route 10 in Olneyville for traffic easement – establishment of boulevard approach in City (Providence)

· Study establishment of North South traffic in Providence to link Olneyville with Elmwood by car and bicycle.

12. Historical Preservation and Cultural Heritage

· Harmony Chapel/cemetery (Glocester)

· Riverside Mills Building (Providence)

13. Economic Development

· Secure economic planning assistance for Railroad Avenue (Johnston)

· “ (Olneyville)

14. Watershed Identity

· Create and put up consistent, attractive watershed signs in each community (all)

· Need ways to educate residents about the river, and the watershed 

