Woonasquatucket River Watershed CouncilPRIVATE 

Minutes of November 8, 2000
Attendance:  Members:  Don Burns, Smithfield Conservation Commission, Bruce Hooke, Providence, Jean Lynch, Johnston, Jane Sherman, Chair, Don Driscoll, Glocester, Ray Goff, Glocester Town Planner,  Christopher Hawkins, Smithfield Town Planner Guests: Fred Presley, Watershed Coordinator, Johanna Hunter, River Navigator, Scott Millar, RI DEM, Dani Simons, Woonasquatucket River Greenway Project,  Melanie Rawlins, Brown University, Bruce DiGennaro, Kleinschmidt Associates

1.  The minutes from the September and October meetings were approved as written

2.  Updates
    Superfund:  The fact sheet prepared by EPA was distributed.  It was agreed that the Watershed Council would submit written testimony on the proposed first phase and temporary action to address immediate concerns at the site. Our testimony will be consistent with that of RI DEM, including commenting on the issues of the contaminated soil to be covered by water, our concern for maintaining downstream flow, and the goal of a fishable swimmable river. TAG:  Jane Sherman and Eugenia Marks met with Mike McGagh from EPA to discuss the process of applying for a technical assistance grant from EPA for the SuperFund process.

    US Forest Service Riparian Grant:  Bruce DiGennaro reported on the status of the grant. Bruce met with Carol Murphy and Nick Miller to discuss their methodology for wetland identification and prioritization. He distributed a scope of work and timeline, and the site nomination form. The process is to 1. identify potential sites, 2. collect site data, 3. prioritize sites, and 4. select a site.  There is a focus on targeting opportunities to enhance or restore degraded or destroyed riparian buffer areas. Bruce D. Scott, Fred and Johanna emphasized the opportunity we may have to leverage funds from the grant with other opportunities. The Uncas Manufacturing site in Providence was discussed as a possible site given its potential for restoration and its visibility. The timing of the development of that site and the implementation of this grant may not coincide. Johanna suggested that a positive letter be sent to the developer of that site to encourage river protection.  Johanna and Fred will draft the letter.  .It was requested that prior to implementation of any  restoration project, assurances be given that the landowner will keep and maintain the improvement.  It was agreed to set a deadline of November 20 for the nomination of specific sites, with the understanding that some information may take longer to compile.  The forms will be sent to the planners in Providence, North Providence, Johnston, and North Smithfield. (Planners from Smithfield and Glocester received forms at this meeting.)

    US Forest Service Planning Grant: This planning grant is a great opportunity for cities and towns to update their open space, recreation and comprehensive plans. The town(resources - cultural, recreational, natural - will be added to the RIGIS data base, which can be accessed by the cities and towns. Additional planning for Greenway linkages will be optional.   The grant is still being processed, with an RFP expected in 2001.

    Watershed Action Plan:  Fred is compiling the segment relating to water resources in cooperation with the office of Water Resources at RI DEM, the RI Department of Health and EPA, and expects to have this completed by December 5. The action plan will target specific actions and will not be limited to environmental issues.  The complete report will be finished by May. It is important for Council Members and City/Town Planners to review the information previously mailed and submit any comments and/or suggestions to Fred Presley (222‑3434, ext. 4417) as soon as possible.

Asset Map Report:  Bruce Hooke provided us with a report from the recent asset map meeting.  He reiterated that the intent of the map is to sell the watershed, and provide a visual grab of the area.  One side will include the map and information about specific sites.  The reverse will provide general information including a brief history, information about the geologic history, and 

environmental conditions. Scenic routes will be identified. There will be information about each of the six communities. Bruce and Fred are working with a design professional who will help draft the RFP for this project. It was recommended that we prepare as much information ‑ site identification, photos, and text‑ as possible before the RFP is advertised.

    We still need information about arts and cultural organizations and 

sites.  

    Funding:  RI DEM has approximately $7000 available for the development of the map. In addition, we have received two legislative grants of $1000 each from the late Senator Tocco (Johnston)  and Representative Hogan (Smithfield). EPA will print the map.

4.  National Corporate Wetland Restoration Project Report: Fred distributed information about this organization which solicits corporate support for wetland restoration projects.  The funds can be used for matching grants.  The committee will consist of community, state and federal representatives.  Scott reported that it was a clear policy that the funds would be available for freshwater as well as coastal restoration projects. This opportunity emphasized the potential for the forest grant as well as the need for communities to provide site and other information for the action plan and forest grant. Johanna noted that a committee member, Bill Hubbard from the Army Corps of Engineers, knows the Woonasquatucket River well.

5.  By-Law and Nominating Committees: There is a need to review our by-laws to conform to the requirements of the RI Rivers Council, any 501(c)(3) regulations, and any restrictions for eligibility for the TAG.  Don Driscoll agreed to work with Jane Sherman to review the by-laws and propose any necessary changes. Following completion of this review, a nominating 

committee will be formed.  

6.  Smart Growth:  Johanna reported that Alison Walsh (EPA) has offered to provide information about Smart Growth to the council, communities, and/or planners. Ray Goff noted that for planners, a workshop would be more helpful than a lecture style presentation.  Others noted that the concepts were new to many folks, and this could be an opportunity to present basic information to community members. Don felt that community members would come to a meeting about this.  Scott noted that the Rural Lands Coalition has developed a presentation which he would be willing to give to anyone interested. It was agreed that we would work on two information meetings: one for the general public on smart growth and the second for city and town planners providing specific technical information about planning ordinances and techniques which help planners address the conflicting needs for development and preservation.  Johanna will follow up with Alison to find out more about the nature of her presentation.  Ray and Chris will coordinate with Scott and Fred on the presentation for the planners.  Fred, Johanna and Jane will target January at the Smithfield High School for the community meeting.

7. Dams:   Don Burns asked about the Dam Safety Task Force, expressing concern that the state may increase its risk assessment of the dams, causing an increase in insurance costs. (many of the dams are privately owned).  Scott reported that the Dam Safety Task Force is not rewriting the regulations, but is working to assess dam safety needs.  We need to identify funding for communities to repair dams.  Don also added that we are still waiting for the report on Stillwater Dam.

8. EPA Education Grant: Don Burns reported that the NRICD is applying for a grant to work with high school students on riparian plantings.  The Watershed Council will write a letter in support of the grant application. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Council is on December 5 at 5:30 p.m. at the USGS office, 275 Promenade Street, Providence.  

