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The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council, a community-based organization, and the Department of Environmental Management invite and urge you to participate in the creation of a Watershed Action Plan by logging on to http://envstudies.brown.edu/woon 

The Woonasquatucket River gathers water from an area (a watershed) that includes the Towns of North Smithfield, Glocester, Smithfield, Johnston, North Providence, and the City of Providence.  This area is the subject of a pilot program at the Department of Environmental Management in which community residents, non-profit organizations, and government agencies work together to restore the quality of the river and the quality of life of those that live in its watershed.

One tool to achieve this goal is a Watershed Action Plan—a guiding document that outlines high priority projects in the watershed and assigns responsibility to the appropriate agency or group.  

Fourteen topics and over 60 issues are currently under consideration and vary from Water Quality to Environmental Equity to Flood Protection and more.  An interactive web survey asks stakeholders for feedback that will be used to help prioritize activities and shape the work plans of various state and federal agencies as well as community organizations.  To take advantage of this unique opportunity to weigh in with your priorities for the revitalization and restoration of the River and surrounding communities, log on to http://envstudies.brown.edu/woon by April 28th.  The Plan will not be complete without full public participation.

If you have any questions about the Action Plan, contact Fred Presley, the DEM Watershed Coordinator for the Woonasquatucket at fpresley@dem.state.ri.us or by phone at (401) 222-3434 ext. 4417.  For more information about the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council, contact Jenny Pereira at jpereira@providenceplan.org or (401) 455-8880.

