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The: hypothe51s that disposal of biomedical waste in Rhode

‘Island is = currently resultlng in environmental
degradation 1is evaluated. Waste disposal practices at
' hospitals within the State were investigated. Results

concerning envi:onmental impact. are compared .to thosef
fromnether facilities.c‘ Significant findings fnclude the
waste disposaikretes:from fifteen fecilities; emissions
test _’data from one ‘ccntrolled air incinerator and
recommendations for regulatory agencies. Key findings are
that ;emissicns ‘frcm biomedical'waste incineratorsy have
‘significant potentialn~heelth impacts to a captive
popniation.“' Infection precautions: are driving;the Qaste

generation rate to higher levels. Arguments are made. for

'source 'reduction' and’ separaticn of reCyclable waste.
~;Further dlscusslon concludes that much of the biomedicel”

:waste can be safely dlsposed of in landfllls and or. mlxed

*controlled reglonal systems, POllCY issues addressed
- include  regional vs. on site  incineration ~and
.- recommendations - to amend - air pollution - control

regulations.

;5w1th municipal solld waste for incineration at well"”




