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1981 - 1586. I did some survey work which consisted o
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PREFACE

Wet wild places stretched across the montage of my
childhood in Florida during the 1940’s and 1950’'s.
They were the awesomely empty stretches of the St. John’s
and Kissimmee Rivers,headwaters;'they were holloWs whe;e

cougars might cross in the night; they.werérlake;edges

where nsnakes or -alligators ,sufelyf lurked; and they

proffered astounding birds: American Egrets, Green Herons,

'Whiteiibisﬁgand, once, a Swallow-tailed Kite.

‘I have lived in the northeast for seventeen years,

~and I work for a conservation organization, the Audubon

Society of’ Rhode‘ Island, as an  editor-publisher and

spokesperson. Stemming from its interest inipreserving

‘wildlife habitat, the Audubon Society has been active in
fwetland~i35ués inythe staté forrmﬁre'ﬁhén:BOfyéars; The~
Tiexecutiveadirector of the organization’ertejthe-CUr;entmf~

wetland legislation for thé_state in 1971.

The Audubon Society. co-spdnsored..with -the Rhode

"island‘Depértment of Environmental Management a survey of

the herpetiles (reptiles and amphibians) in the state from
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driving along the.by—ways of urban and rural Rhode Island

on rainy March and April nights to identify amphibian -

species crossing the roads.:

During 1988 - 89 I have had the advantag= of sitting

on a subcommittee which will report on the problems of the

B

permitting: process for altering wetlands. In the course

of our deliberations, preéentations'have'beenﬂmade abdut

-

- the WetlandStprogram'and‘its'place in‘the schéme of the

Rhode® Island  Department of  Environmental Management.

These meetings have been valuable.to.the,devélopaenJ'of

this paper inﬁ'providingﬁ direct communicatiqn S with

developers and agency befsonnel.




