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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

The pclluticn problems c¢f the Pawtuxet River, perhaps RBore so

than those of any cther Rhode Island water body, have been the

source of much confusion, cocntroversy, and frustraticn. Much of

 the lower ©Pawtuxet is marked by an unpleasant odor and = murky ap-

pearance that intensify toward the river's end. Just before its
final mile, where water quallty is worst, the river recelves the

waste effluent of Ciba—Geiqy Chemical Corporation. Although it is

‘by no means the source of all the Pawtuxet's rproblems, ‘the Ciba-

Geigy discharge is ncnetheless the single most serious wastewater

threat to the river. Along with its contribution to conventional

"pelluticn,‘ as indicated‘by:such parameters as bacteria levels and

dlssolved cxygen concentratlons,‘ the, Ciba-Geigyaeffluent delivers

.to the river.a number of organlc compounds that untll very recently
'iehave recelved relatlvely llttle attentlon ln water guallty con51d-
ju‘veratlons., In the gast fou years, however, the Env1ronmental Pro- "

‘tectlon Agency has developed crlterla for 129«"pr10r1tys:pollu¢'

tants "y number of whlch have heen found ‘in Clba—GeJ.gy'c effluent. |

Slnce the chemlcal company's dlscharge permlt hasvexplred and is

L currently belng rev1ewed ,tﬁel Clba Gelgy permit appllcatlon coul& f

potentlally serve as a landmark case in the applicaticn cf new pol—

,1utant c:;ter;a;to;Industrlalydlscharge permits. JThlsuthe51s,w111,'

explcre tke existing rcllution situation on the lcwer Tawtuxet in
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relaticn to Ciba-Geigy and the new government apgrcaches to indus-

trial polluticn regulaticn.




