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INTRODUCTION

In 1?47 theypeople of fhe-atate of Rhode Ialand’ passed,
by ah overwhelming margin,xa referendum approving the ?asuing
of bonds with whiﬁh to finance the B}ackatane Yalley Dietrict
Sewer Commission. Thiz newly created commission. represéﬁtéd
. a bold step in efforts to fiéht water pollution .in Rhode
Island. Prior tq-194?'attémﬁts tﬁ-control Qater> pollution,
of both:municiPaJit% and industrf, were approachéd _caﬁmqnity
by‘;ommunity. For example, the 1926 water polTutfon confré}
statute in Rhode ~I$1aﬁd" emphasized’ the‘ need for  =ach

community to,undértake neccessary st
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ps ’ta eliminate water
‘pcifﬁtion within its boundarbes. :théver,'as the history ?Du
 ‘;f; .about' £o  read will yshOW;‘ '%ﬁf5f ?ﬁﬁPQ%Ch:"ﬁecimg
f;lﬁéPE&San]V 1955 effectlUE ‘dﬁnr k+iﬁé;,' nffi ‘¥ina1Tya in
 1947‘ the people 04 the ;ta+e uf Rhode Ib]dnd tnok RL*IDH to
remedy the s:tuatxan._~' | »
Thus our. story aLtuallv bwgnns durlng the garly yearé of
the twentieth century. Chapter one will foSus  on the
lmportant eccnumsL, poltfr 41 and, demcgr4ph|c characteriatica

k ‘of Rhode Island bnfween 191@ ﬁnd '1?5@ B Pclt*uca]ly. Rhode
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Island went from cne extreme to another. Up until 1?35 Rhade
Island state politics were dominated by the Republican party,

whose strength emanated from the rural towns of the state.

However, the "blondless revolution® of 1935 changed Rhode
Island poliics dramatically, resulting  in  Democratic
domination even till the present day.*l Combined with a

highly wurbanized market place and a number of densely

populated cities, this unigue palitical set-up was a major
factor in thefdeuelophent of water pollution problems. quhe
next chapter of the story concenfrates on the years leading
up to 1935,.at whiéh time po]itics'in Rhode Island took a
decidely Democratic’turn. Efforts to coﬁtpc] water poliution
in Rﬁodé IeTandbbetweeh‘191@,ahdz1935 réé]ec:ed the Federal
Government”s aftitudE»toward pollution control. "Initjal}y@

during the aecond ,decade ot the vtwéntieth century;. the
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emphasis was n‘ef+iciency as conceived vof-‘by Prngr e'ue

po]ifiCil +hxnk1ng regardlng ndturdl recour es." Duning;}thg‘  ~

’f192@ s and on xn+0 fhe 9¢r1y 17307z, fhe main téﬁet of ' the

Faderal deernment"~rcn,eruatlcn po1xcx Was +he be]ne{ thatf

state’s rights webe ot paramount,‘concenn;.“Howeuer,  durlng
’the;years be tween 1?35—1?48'avmajor‘ switch  in. the Federal
Pouernmen+x= attitude toward pollution ~¢ontro1 occurred.

7,_Th|= chdnge, the result of the Mew Deal programs of Franklin

D Poobeuel* had,important Pamifi:ations for fhe ztate of .




