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Research Question: How does gender effect
fisheries resource management?

1. Ecofeminism 2. Environmentality 3. Theory of the Commons

-Caroline Merchant -Arun Agrawal -Elinor Ostrom
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Sub -Questions
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2. Access

-The ability men and women have to participate in the mechanisms in which fisheries
management decisions are made

3. Voice

-The nature of what one says, tries to |& &
convince others of and strives to achig
through participation in decisiemaking

4. Influence

-The extent to which people feel that
they get to have some influence over
decisions being made in fisheries
management

Women processing squid near Kollam, Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison



HYPOTHESES:

1. Men have had more access and influence in fisheries manageme
decisiormaking.

2. Women of fishing communities tend to prefer strategies that
emphasize sustainable management of fisheries resources,
community weHbelng and intergenerational equality.

N ’ +] 3. Resource users who
¥ participate in making
‘ decisions regarding fisheries

management tend to prefer
strategies that emphasize the

well-being of the community, the
resources and future
generations.
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Auctioning of prawns in Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison



Methods:

1. Rapid Appraisals and
observation

2. Empirical Evidence

Semi -structured

Interviews

4. Surveys

©o

Modern Fishing Harbor
Source: Laura Mattison

Background:
1. Modernization
2. Trawling ban
3. Matsyafed

Traditional landing center
Source: Laura Mattison
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Hindi fish venders at fish market in Northern Kerala Catholic Fisherman by catamaran in central Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison Source: Laura Mattison



Results: Access

oVery few women in government agencies and NG

oMen and women of fishing communities in southern Kerala participate the
most, men and women from central Kerala participate the least and men
and women from northern Kerala participate moderately

OWithin each region, men participate more, but not significantly so

0Of the men, traditional fishermen participate far more frequently than
mechanized fishermen

0Of the women, fish vendor participated the most, hoimased fish
processors participated moderately and wageorer fish processors
participated the least



Results: Voice

0Southern Keralans favor conservation
measures the most, central Keralans tf
least and northern Keralans moderatel

o0Gender was an insignificant factor in
preference for conservation measures
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0Gender and region were insignificant
factors in concern for intergenerational|

equality
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oWomen are more likely to be concerned
about community wetbeing than men

Traditional fisherman in northern Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison



Keral abs capital
Source: Laura Mattison
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Results: Influence

0Strong correlation between gender and
Influence

OTraditional fishermen perceive themselves
to be more influential than mechanized
fishermen

OFish vendors felt themselves to be far
more influential than wagdaborer fish
processors



Results: Beyond Gender

O0Access has an effect on concern for community-\veihg

oInfluence has an effect on concern for community vieeling and preference
for conservation measures

olntergeneration equality was not effected by gender, region, access or
influence

0Occupation has an effect on preference for conservation measures

Fishermen cleaning the nets at a modern fishing harbor near Cochin in central Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison



New England Background
1. MSA

2. Co-management

3. Rapid change

Mantucket

Southern New England map
Source: w ww.erh.noaa.gov

Methods

1. Archival data

2. Focus groups

3. Semi -structured interviews
4. Surveys

New Bedford commercial fishing boats
Source: www.piersystem.com
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Men at a fishing dock in New Bedford
Source: www.athearnmarine.com
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A settlement house in New Bedford
Source: thumbs.photo.net



Results: Access

oDisproportionally more men than women on management bodies other
than scientific research bodies

oWomen have lower rates of participation than men except in informal
Interactions
oi.e. phone conversations, town meetings, informal conversations, data
collection

Results: Voice

oWomen were more concerned about intergenerational equality and
community weklbeing than men and only slightly more in preference of
conservation measures

OMost frequently mentioned concern was loss of community

olmportance of conservation framed around ethical responsibility to
community, not to esoteric values

0 Distrust of environmentalists and fisheries management process



ONi ne out of ten fi shermen are mor
violations are accidents. Fishermen do not want to
catch the last fish because it is not economically
viable and they want to preserve the fish because they
are all family, because 1 todos a wa
you | earn 1t. Theredos a pride 17
The creeps and idiots get out because they are pushed
out by the good fishermen. They break the violations
and it costs others so they get verbally abused and

turned i n.o
-New Bedford Fisherman
OAs cod declines, It d91inthesmgtancectont r a
contracts to Cape Cod Bay N so the people fishing
t hhere wondt notice the change i n
whol e. They see |l ocalized effect
the resource coast -wi de. 0

-New England Manager



Results: Influence

OMore men felt that they had high levels of influence than women

0Seafood wholesalers felt they had the most influence, fishermen were split,
and those who worked in settlement houses, fish processing, bait or gear
felt they had very little influencs

0Strong feelings of a lack of
legitimacy in fisheries
management processes and
Inadequate fishing community
representation

Fisheries enforcement officials
Source: www.safmc.net



Results: Beyond Gender

0 More than half (60%) of those who said they participated in fisheries
management also said that they has low levels of influence

0 Access and Influence had no effect on voice (concern for intergenerational
equality, preference for conservation measures or concern for community
well-being)

0 BUT, participating or having influence in what community
members consider to be an illegitimate process may not produce the
same results in voice if one were to have influence in management

decisions that were widely considered
to be fair

Source: www.squidoo.com



Discussion
1.

Men have had more access
and influence to formal
fisheries management
decisionmaking
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conservation measures and
their concern for
Intergenerational equality is
not significantly different
from men

Traditional Chinese fishing net in Cochin, Kerala
Source: Laura Mattison

3. Women tend to have preferences that emphasize the role of community

In fisheries management

4. Environmentalityis most prominent in those who control their own

economic resources in traditional enterprises within management
systems that are locally considered to be legitimate



