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Foreward

One of the reasons I went to Nepal in the Spring of
1979 was to get some insight into the.extenf of environmental
degradation in a developing_nation. I wes particularly' |
interested in deforestation‘in Nepal,ia land wnich has
,traditionally;depended on'wood as a source ofpfuel and

‘ building material. I knew that'deforestation is*considered

. a major env1ronmental problem by outs1ders who have v151ted

or worked in the Hills, the foothills of the Hlmalayas If
- I were: able to spend an extended amount of time in a Hill
}village of Nepal I might get an idea about how the people
were utlllZlng their forest resources.. If there were
, effectlve reforestatlon programs how were. they viewed by
v the people 11v1ng in the Hllls7 If the Hill people them—'
- selves were respon31ble for the rapld dlsappearance of
'._forested land how were reforestation programs almed at
"‘changlng thelr 11festyles7yis | | | | . | |
’ Although I went to Nepal w1th only i llttle understandlngfb
d‘of the deforestatlon problem in Nepal I had the vague notlon
that the'31tuatlonrmlght be~hopeless Indeed I found people
‘_pln Nepal who feel that large areas of the Hllls reglon are:
’dalready beyond reclqmatlon or soon w1ll be. Happily, I was
able to v131t an area where reforestatlon is belng undertaken
flw1th comparatlve success :;In Bunskarke‘Panchayat,,81ndku g

'Palchok_District,‘Bagmati icne, the residents are working




to replant rather than continuing to depletevtheir preoious”
woodland resource..

I knew that because ofvthe short time I could be in
Banskarka and because of my limited knowledge of the language
and the culture, I might have~d1ff1culty in understanding

much of what I found there. However, due to the generosity

" of the people of Danga Durbar in Banskarka I was able ‘to

learn a great deal in a short time. I am espec1ally grateful

to Mr. Laxman Dong Tamang and his famlly, Mr. Krlshna Karke

~and the Banskarka Forest Nursery Staff Once they understood

that I had come to learn and not to teach they went to great,
palns to educate me about thelr reforestatlon efforts. ' I
_know that 1f I had the beneflt of a longer stay with the
Tamang famlly in Danga Durhar I now would feel that the

. perceptlons I have recorded in thls paper are 1nadequate and

’,ivshallow.‘ But whatever understandlng I have of the 51tuat10nh;
‘f;rvln Banskarka 1s mostly due to the kind efforts of the people o

'tfh:_of Danga Durbar I.owe them thanks for many thlngs but

espec1ally for g1v1ng me a. feellng of optlmlsm about the
future of communlty eIforts to reforest parts of the HlllS

: Another reason I fou 1d for hope that the deforestatlon

";dln the Hllls of Nepal may be halted is that the people w1th

the afforeStatlonprograms of foreign-aid agencies and the

'"'oghNepall government work w1th thoughtfulness and s1ncer1ty

°.uSome of these people to whom 1 am espe01a11y 1ndebted are

i Laura Mac Pherson and Merv Stevens of U.S. AID ahd P K.
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Shresfha. whO'fook time to explain their programs. Wlthout
the . adv1ce of Steven Midgely of the Nepall—Australlan Forestry
Project I would not_have been able to undertake this study.
‘In,addition 'I mn grateful for the ‘help of Mr. ’Bundrie
Pokrlle and hlS family, Dr. Bata of Trlbuhawan University,
Dianna Donnovan the staff and student body of the Spring
 1979 Experlment in International Living Program in Nepal

Clndy Stanten Sarah Dougherty, and Dr. P. Lels.
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