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vINTRODUCTION‘

This paper is about,residential éﬁerg§"¢¢ﬁ5é£§5510n (REC)*'
and two institutions whlch promote REC: mun1c1pal governments
andvutllltles.A Each institution allocates different resources to
the task of promoting REC and-uses.dlfferent methods‘tO'accompllsh
this goal. For example, utility conservation programs surveyed
tended to be'more technically sonhiSticated’than municipaltpro—
grams, while‘municipal governments offer more assistance with
financing conServation than do:utilities, Thus, two institutions
handle the same«policy issue with differentvresnlts.

The differences’betWeen these REC‘programs can be traced -
back to each institution‘s "mandate'". Both local governments and
utilities have mandates‘(or agendas) which pre-date the'emergence
;kof ene;gy conserﬁation as an issue, (For example, utilities are
expected toysupply‘energy, and municipal governments ate expected
to promote economlc development ) The way in Whlch re51dent1al
”conservatlon is integrated (ox not 1nte°rated) into an organlza~
tion' s mandate dlrectly 1nfluences ‘the tyne of conservatlon pro-.
‘ gram that organlzatlon w1ll create Thus mun1c1pal governments
and utllltles each begln w1th dlfferent agendas and end up handllng
REC in dlfferent ways, 'Thls,paper wlll detail how REC{fltS into
the'mandatesfof both-municipal governments and utilities and how
this, in turn, affects the conservation programs they sponsor._l

I Wlll deal w1th a. comp051te of the local governments as

well as of the utilities, which I have studied, citing specific

* As a convenience, I will occasiOnally use the initials '"REC"
rather than writing out the éntire phrase.




' “organizations to supportﬁmy claims. It should be noted that

most'of‘my research was conducted in Massachusetts. I have made

an: attempt to include out-of- state examples in my analysis. and

- to c1te them as such

The remainder of this introduction will be devoted to an

overview of current residential conservation techniques.

Re31dent1al Conservatlon Technlques

Table 1 summarlzes common res1dent1al conservatlon measures

(o 1
used today. They are grouped 1nto four categorles'accordlng to

the part of the house at which . they are dlrected the hot water

'system, the heating system, the bulldlng shell and the air condl—

tioning system. This list is_only-a survey; for any'of the,tech—k

niques mentioned there are a variety of products and procedures

available to do.the job. For example; there are over half a

dozen types of caulklng materlals each designed for particular

uses, and all at a varlety of prlces Detalled descrlptlons of

vthese optlons can be found ln llterature such as Common Sense

Conservatlon a gu1de publlshed by the Massachusetts Offlce of

Communltles and Development (see Blbllography)

In additlon to the above,. there are no cost/llfestyle con-

servation measures. Examples of these include reducing thermostat

settings, sealing off unused rooms in the winter, and washing
clothes in cold water. Even these simple measures can have a
- noticeable impact on a household s energy’ consumptlon. For ex-

ample, one local energy organlzation-repﬁrts -that people have




